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KEY QUESTION: What are 
the essential elements of 
a healthy ecosystem?

Looking Ahead

 Ecosystems are made up of living and 
non-living elements. 

 The living things in an ecosystem depend on 
each other and on non-living elements for 
survival.

 Living and non-living elements interact with 
each other in many different ways. 

 The skills of scientifi c inquiry can be used 
to investigate the living and non-living 
elements in a model ecosystem.

 Humans are part of ecosystems and affect 
ecosystems.
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